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There have been no previous flavonoid surveys of the
family Vochysiaceae. However, Correa et al. [1] did
report the presence of ellagic acid in the wood of five
South American genera. We now report the results of our
investigation of the leaf flavonoids of five Brazilian species
of Vochysiaceae. 7,3 ,4'-Trihydroxyflavone, 3'-methoxy-
7.4'-dihydroxyflavone (geraldone) and their correspond-
ing 7-glucosides were found in Salvertia convallariodora
St.-Hil. In leaves of Vochysia cinnamomea Pohl both
aglycones were identified, but in V. tucanorum Mart. only
7,3’ 4 -trihydroxyflavone was found. In two other mem-
bers of the Vochysiaceae: Qualea parviflora Mart. and
Q. grandiflora Mart. no flavonoids could be detected.
These two S-deoxyflavones have been identified pre-
viously in the Leguminosae: both in Trifolium sub-
terraneum L. [2], only 7,3 .4'-trihydroxyflavone in T.
repens [3] and Baptisia spp. [4]. Their presence in the
Vochysiaceae may suggest some link between the two
families, although 5-deoxyflavonoids as a class are known
in a number of other angiosperm families.

EXPERIMENTAL

The Vochysia and Qualea species were collected in Canastra
Ridge, near Araxa, Minas Gerais, while S. convallariodora was
collected at the base of the ridge, in December 1977. Dried leaf
material was extracted in 709, MeOH and the conc. extracts
first examined by 2D-PC mn BAW,HOAc 15°,, BAW,/HOAc
50%, BAW/CAW. The flavonoids were isolated by PPC
(Whatman 3MM) with BAW and then HOAc 50°,. Identifi-
cation was confirmed by co-PC with authentic markers in five
solvents (BAW, Forestal, CAW, HOAc 50°%, PhOH) and
spectral properties in the UV/visible region [2].
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